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Cl;iw through

. Easy on
cable options the planet.
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CONTESSA.

Green

Delicious. "
Easy to prepare.

Culsine:

Tracking down Oscar

Follow the likely Academy Awards
contenders with the 2009 Oscar Tracker,
which charts momentum as it builds,

4 Dissect wins and nominations from

critics groups and guilds, box-office
clout and buzz at lite.usatoday.cont.

By Piofy Sikora, Vil 1
Remember them? Jerelny
Jackson, left, Chris Atkins, Jamie
Walters , Bill Hufsey , Eric Nies,
Adrian Zmed, David Chokachi,
Television

VH1 has ‘Confessions’
to make for ex-celebs

Seven former teen idols will try to stretch their
15 minutes of fame when VH1's latest celeb-reality
series, Confessions of ¢ Teen Tdol, makes its debul
Jan. 2 (8 pmu. ETJPT). The brainchild of The Wonder
Years child star turned producer Jason Hervey and
former teen heartthrob Scott Biao, Confessions fea-

: tures former stavs such as Adrian
Coming

atiractions  Chiistopher Atlkans {Blue Lagoon),
““““““ They're punked, forced to con-
front their pasts and even placed in squirmy group
sessions with "fame” therapist Cooper Lawrence in

* aneffort to rekindle stardom — and capture TV rat-
ings - over eight episodes, :

“It's one thing to examine fame. 1t's another to
examine what it takes to get it back. And these guys
are holding on for one move shot at the title,” says
Hervey, whose Bischofi-Hervey Entertainment has
produced several series, including Scott Baiw [s 45

and Singte and Hulk Hogans Celebrity Champi-
onshrp Wirestling,

Aside from Zmed and Atkins, Confessions fea-
tures Jeremy [ackson and David Chokachi [Buy-
waicht), Jamie Walters (Beverly Hills, 90210}, Bill
Hufsey (Fame) and Eric Nies (The Real World,
MTVS The Grind). -

— Gary Strauss

Music
Ingram has ‘Big Dreams’ for album
Jack Ingram hasn't chosen a title for his new
alburm, but he knows it'll come otit March 17,
“There's a song [ haven'l recorded et called
Big Dreams and High Hopes,” says the Texas-
based singer/songwriter. "In my mind, that's
the working title. But it's not the title yet.”
ngram's 2007 al-
bum, This Is It, was the
38-year-old singer's
commercial break-
through, with four top
20 country lats, in-
cluding the chart-ton-

Test your
.___.__-pop-culture
 prowess...

- Welcome to our annual -

Zmed (Grease 2, TJ. Hooker) and |

pop-culture pop quiz. It's
a holiday tradition that’s

developing into an istitution,
~something like Freddie Mac

or NASDAQ, except it’s
solvable instead of insolvent.
You can use Google — it’s an
open-book quiz — but we'll
respect you a lot less than

if you rely on your own
memory for useless trivia.

>> More questions, 8D

‘% [Answers, T1D]

I

L Just when you thought celebrity

baby names couldn't get any weirder,

- Pete Wentz and Ashlee Simpson raised
the bar to undreamed-of heights with
Bronx Moweli, Identify the celebrity

child moniker that's not authentic;

[ A) Fili Trinibelle

[ B} Vicky Cristina Barcelona
[1€) Phoenix Chi

0D God

»‘gs For a mega-popular show, Ameri-
can Idol seems o perforim pretty per-
functory backeround checks.
This year's embarrassment,
finalist David Hernandez, drews
unwanied attention became
of a past gig as a:

[ A) Mortgage broker
1 B) Fear Factor contestant
[ C) Stripper

[1 D) Financial adyiser

By Ken Barnes, USA TODAY

P :
59 Among her
ANy appearances in-
the gossip mill this year,
Tvladania was linked with
Yankees star Alex “A-Rod”
Rodriguez. It wasn't the first baseball
liaison rumored in Madonna's linking log,
Which one of these four stars {identified

hernirkmame anhs tnochallonma cams afses

Gy Francols Dunamel. Paramoune Vanrags

1t goes downhill from here: Kate Win-
slet, Leonardo DiCaprin as the Wheelers,

Stars steer
this rocky
‘Road’ right

The passion of ‘Titanic’
gives way to despair -

Now is the winter of their discontent.
And ours, after watching this devastatingly
sad film.

Revolutionary Road chronicles the in-
creasingly bleal lives of a young couple liv-
ing the American Dream in a Connecticut
suburb. It's not quite up to'the caliber of
Richard Yates' novel, which is deeply nu-
anced and rich in subtext.

But the perfor-

Movie review manves are superb,

By Claudia Puiz  and the [ilm is beauti-

fully shot. And the di-

alogue, much of it lified directly from
Yates' book, is contemplative and incisive,

Though it reprises the coupling of Titan-
ic lovers Kate Winsler and. Leotiardo Di-
Caprio, don't expect star-crossed ro-

mance, This is a grim tale of shattered

dreams and tounting despair,

April and Frank Wheeler might have
been free-spirited hippies a decade later.
But living as they do around 1955, the
Wheelers are constrained by conven-
tion, April (a spectacular Winslet)

"7 chafes at the conformity of their lives,

and DiCaprie's Frank has a job he dis-

dains at 3 business machine company:

He gets swept up by April's romantic
nhotion of moving the family to Paris. Nei-
ther has a means of earning a living there,
but April s certain she can get a well-
paying secretarial job, allowing Frank the
time to find himself and live up 1o the
promise she imagined for him.

At 30, Frank is alreacly feeling the bur-
den of a humdrum existence, worried he
could become Jike his hardworling but in-
visible company-man father. Frank ab-
sorbs April's fervor, dreaming of a more
fulfilling life in Paris.

Revolutionary Road
0¥ oue of four

Stars: Kate Winzlet, Lu)nmdu DlCapnﬂ
Ivlichael Shannon, Kacly Ba

Director; Sam Mendes

Distributor: Faramount Vantage
Rating: I for lanzuage and some sexual
cantent {nudity

HRunning time: 1 hour, 53 minuzes
Nnene todsrin New Vol and






